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INTHRCLATMS - 

L (Cuiremly Amended) A pressure reUef valve far flowing media, the pressure reUcf 
valve eomprisiog: 

a dosiqg element having a settable closing fbrce; 
ahandwhed; 

a threaded sleeve w:tnated r^ated by said handwhed to move axiallv for generating a 
variable closing force of the closing dement; 

a valve shaft extending within said threaded sleeve toward the handwheel and bdng 
connected to the dosinig element; 

a connecting element transmitting the rotary movement of said handwheel to said 
threaded sleeve while not transmitting ax ial movement of said handwheel to mid threaded 
sleeve for providing a liftmg movement between said handwfaed and said threaded sleeve, said 
valve shaft bemg connected to said handwhed such that said valve shaft foDows said lifting 
movement of said handwhed. 

2. (Originai) A pressure relief valve in acconlance with claim 1. wherein said 
connecting d^nent comprises teeth. 

3. (Origjiial)ApressurereUef valve inaccoidance with claim l,wheremsaidhandwhed 
has a cyhndrical pm provided with external teeth, said cylindrical pin being connected to said 

vaWe shaft, and said threaded sleeve has imemal teeth correspondingto said external teeth, said 
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ewcmal teeth and said intemal teeth comprising said connecting element. 

4. (Original) A pressure relief valve in accordance with claim 2, wherein said 
connecting element comprises exteinal teeth provided on a cylindrical pin of said handwheel, 
and internal teeth on said threaded sleeve. 

5. (Original) A pressure refief vabe in accordance with claim 1, wherein said threaded 
sleeve has externally located helically extendmg grooves. 

6. (Original) A pressure reBef vah^e in accordance with claim 5, wherem said threaded 
sleeve is accommodated in a cylinder having projections on an inner side, said projections 
engaging grooves formed by threading of said threaded sleeve. 

7. (Original) A pressure reUef valve in accordance with claim 5, wherein said grooves 
have at least one section with a different pitch fiom other sections or a remaining section, said 
section with a difierent pitch progressively changing the closing force. 

8. (Original) A pressure reUef va^e in accordance with claim 6, wherein said grooves 
have at least one section with a different pitch from other sections or a remaining section, said 
section with a different pitch progressively changing the cloang force. 
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9. (Ourently Amended) A pressure reHef valve comprising: 
a valve dosing element; 

a valve shaft connected to [[the]] said closing element; 
a handwhed; 

a sleeve connected to said handwhedfor generating a variable closing force exerted on 
said vdve closing dement, said vahre shaft extending witto 

a eonnecth^ dement transmitting a rotary movement of said handwhed to said sleeve 
for rotation of said sleeve upon rotati o n of said ^ a ndwheftl whtli> not tr»tn<Tnit*;nf > 
m Rvement of said handwheel to said sleeve far allowinp sai/ ^ handwheal to move axiallv mlativ^ 
tosaid^ggy^ providing a lifting movement between said handwhed and said Uucaded sleeve, 
said valve shaft being connected to said handwhed sudi that said valve shaft follows the lifting 
movemem of said handwheel 

10. (Original) A pressure refief valve in accordance with daim 9, wherein said 
connecting dement conq}ri$es teeth. 

11. (Original) A pressure rdief valve in accordance with claim 9. wherein said 
handwhed has a cylindrical pin provided with external teeth, said cylindrical pin being 
connected to said valve shaft, and said threaded sleeve has internal teeth coiresponding to said 
external teeth, said external teeth and said internal teeth comprising said connecting dement. 
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12. (Origii^) A pressure relief valve in accordance with claim 10. wherein said 
connecting element comprises extenial teeth provided on a cylindrical pin of said handwheel. 
and internal teeth on said threaded sleeve. 

13. (Original) A pre$sure relief va^e in accordance with claim 9. wherem $aid sleeve 
has extenoially located helicafly extending grooves. 

14. (Original) A pressure relief valve in accordance with claim 13. wherein said sleeve 
is accommodated m a cylmder having projections on an mner side, said projections engaging 
said grooves formed by threading of said sleeve. 

15. (OriginaO Apressurereliefvalveinaccordancewithdaim 13, wherein said grooves 
have at least one section with a diflferent pitch from other sections or a remaining section, said 
section with a dififenent pitch progressively changing the closing force. 

16. (Original) ApressurereBefvalveinacconlancewithclaim 14, wherein said grooves 
have at least one section with a diflferent pitch from other sections or a remaining section, said 
section with a different pitch progressively changbg the dosing force. 

17. (New) A pressure relief valve comprising: 
a support cylinder with a projection; 
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a valve dosiAg dement; 
a valve shaift connected to said doang element; 
5 a handwheel mounted for rotatioii relative to said support cylinder and for axial 

movement relative to said support cylinder; 

a sleeve with a treaded region engaging said projection for asdal movement of said 
sleeve upon rotational movement of said sleeve; 

aconnecting means fortransmittingarotary movement of said handwheel to said sleeve 
10 for rotation of said sleeve upon rotation of said liandwheel while allowing said handwheel to 

move s>dally relative to said sleeve for allowing a liftmg movement between said handwheel and 
said sleeve, said valve shaft being connected to said handwheel such that said valve shaft 
follows the axial lifting movement of said handwhed. 


1 8. (New) A pressure relief valve in accordance with claim 1 7, wherein: 

said connecting means comprises a cylindrical pin provided with external axially 
extending teeth, said cyUndrical pin beinjg connected to said valve shaft, and said tiireaded 
sleeve having internal teeth corresponding to said external teeth, said external teetii and said 
internal teeth conqnising said connecting dement. 

19. (New) A pressure rdief valve in accordance with daim 1 7, wherein said sleeve 
treaded region is located on an outer surfece of said sleeve and comprises hdicaUy extending 
grooves. 
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20. (New) A pressure relief valve in accordance with claim 19. wherein said grooves 
have at least one section with a different pitch fiom other sections or a remaining section, said 
section -with a diflferent pitch progressively changing the closing force. 
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